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 *KNIGHTHOOD" BIG
BOOM TO ART
OF SCREEN

Picture Andustry Owes Vote of
Thaiks to Hearst for Great
Film at Criterion, Says Head
of Theater Owners' Body.

“THE entire motion pictyre

industry owes a vote of

thinks to Willlam Ran-
dolph. Hearst for giving such a
wondérful picture as ‘When
Knighthood Was in Flower,’ now
at the Criterion Theater, to the
publfe’ ‘at this particular time”
declafed Willlam Brandt, founder
and president emeritus of the
Theater Owners' Chamber of Com-
merce; before that organization at
_tha Hotel Astor.

Mr. Brandt is the owner of sev-
eral theaters in Brooklyn and was
one of the first motion picture
theatel managers to recognize the
meed of* grganization and co-opera-
tion 4MJBE theater owners. Ac-
cordhgly* he organized the Theater
Owners'- Chamber of Commerce,
whiche has done much to stabilize
the exhibitor end of the business
and hence react favorably upon
everys nch of the industry.
Brandt declined re-
electidn={héé vear, he is still the

lead of the organization.
x n picture business is

Just out of a depressign,
whi “pml}ably the worst In
the 1 of the industry,” con-
tinu andt. *“Not only were

lenerﬂ--.nomlc conditions bad,
but B VEEous reasons the public
g “Weaned away from the
plctullf gheaters, and 1 do not
blic for getting tired

l\!uatr_\' needed something
to b l;_g_p—-mme big outstand-
ing at would restore con-
ﬂdew ‘make everyone in the
indusiky - wealize that the motion
plctulimigdustry was all that has
been TIMEA for it.

“R at the crucial mmoment
comesgelr. Hearst with a great
pictud@nr¥When Knighthood Was
in l-‘lm'-—one of the few really
wondefful pletures.  And Mr.
Hearsgoppt only backed his judy-
ment e production to the ex-
tent million and a half dol-
lars, bmt=he has put the pletur:
over m’nlhe greatest canpaign
of pum and exploitation in
the hidA of the industry. Mr.,
Hearstgoew that he had the
goods, S0l he backed his judg-
ment with™his dollars. .

“Great as has been’ the adver
tising campaign that Is being vut

D7

“TAben Rnightbood Tas

1in Flower’

s |IRUSS REFUGEES

HAPPY NOW AT
HIPPODROME

Long Trail of Two Young
Women of Means Who Lost
All Ends in Big Gotham Play-
house in Important Roles.

HE trail of the Russian refu-
gee has led from Petrograd
across Russia and Siberia to

Manchuria, through Shanghal,
Hongkong, Japan, the Philippine
I1slands, to Seattle, and finally
across the North American contl
nent to New York and the Hippo
drome' for Claudia Ivanova and
Olga Mihailovakaya, two of the
principal singers in “Better Times.'
Charles  Dillingham's  spectacle,
Thelr story is that of thousands of
other Russlan girls, independently
wealthy in the days of the old
regime, who hgve been forced to
find a way to earn their own living
with their own talents, thousands
of miles from home, as a result of
the reign of Russian disorder.

The father of Miss Ivanova had
been a civil official before the war
in Tobolsk in western Siberia, while
Miss Mihailovakaya’s home had
been on the Amur river, where her
father commanded a regiment of
Cossacks. Botk_girls, according t¢
the Russian custom, had been sent
to Petrograd to he educated. Miss
Ivanova |IPl‘:ll.l‘l(2 a thorough pianist
and studied voice for a time with
Prof. Ange, before the revolution
regarded as the foremost of the
Russian opera coaches.

Miss Mihailovakaya dabbed in
music and then in art, taking up
the study of painting largely to
gratify her father, who, aside
from his army life, had found
time to do considerable landscape
painting. They remained in Pet-
rograd during the early period of
the war as they were but fifteem
and sixteen years old, respectively,
and too young even for relief
work of any nature with the Rus
Flan armies.

When the revolution came, tee
girls who had been friends for a
vear in  Petrograd found them-
selves suddenly cut off from their
homes, with their only friends as
helpless as themselves. Their first
thought, of course, was 10 make
their way  homeward. Theg
chanced to possess considerable
money [n banknotes, and they
were discreet enough to hide thel
jewelry. They started across Rus
sia by train, and although tht
trains were crowded and they rat
infrequently, they crossed Ruassls

into Siberia without molestatiod
They went to Tobolsk to fimd
that Miss Ivanova's family had
sttt o s - . : been forced to leave and they were

i i ' e : 32 ————— o unable to find any traces of them.
: : 3 : : They decided to continue their
e journey and finally arrived ai
Viadivostok, after they had aban
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behind this picture, the most -
pressive and far-reaching adver-
tisementg® are the crowds [ see
turned away at the Criterion Thea.
ter every day. The word-of-mouth
report_that here is a pictme an-
nounced as one of the greatest
ever made which fully lives up to
fts advertisements, will stiinulate
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